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related options are (1) "Working for pay at a full-time or part-time Job," (2) "With a Job but on temporary layoff from work or waiting to report to work," and (3) "Looking for work." Civilians are classifie äs employed if they chose the first Option, unemployed if they chose the second or third Option, and out of the labor force if they did no choose any of these options. The school-related options were (1) "Taking academic courses at a two- or four-year College" and (2) "Taking vocational or technical courses at any kind of school or College (for example, vocational, trade, business, or other career training school).11 Civilian respondents are classified äs enrolled i postsecondary education if they chose either of the school-related options, regardless of whether they chose any of the employment-relat options.
The type of postsecondary school that respondents were enrolled i (see Table 4) was not determined by the above school-related item. Rather, respondents were asked to provide the names and addresses of the postsecondary schools that they had attended since leaving high school. Those names and addresses were then matched with data on the characteristics of postsecondary educational institutions (the 1982-1 Institutional Characteristics Survey of HEGIS, Higher Education Gener Information Survey, collected by the National Center for Education Statistics).  These data were used to group respondents into the four types of postsecondary school enrollment.  Note that the data on type of postsecondary enrollment refer to the school that respondents were enrolled in at the time of the follow-up survey (February 1982) or, i not enrolled at that time, the last postsecondary school they were enrolled in.
Regarding the measurement of family socioeconomic status, the variable is a linear composite derived from measures of father's occupation, father's and mother's education, family income, and a set of questions that ask whether the respondent's family receives a dail newspaper; whether the family possesses an encyclopedia or other reference books, typewriter, automatic dishwasher, two or more cars o trucks, more than 50 books, or a pocket calculator; and whether the respondent has his or her own room. Coding on this variable is based on a linearly weighted combination of the above family background measures, where the weights are derived from the non-missing data.  I a case has missing data on any of these background variables, the composite is computed from the non-missing data for that case (see Jones et al., 1983:62).
Grades are measured by the question, "Which of the following best describes your grades so far in high school?" Eight response categor were offered from "Mostly A" (a numerical average of 90 to 100) to "Mostly below D" (below 60) . The variable was recoded on a four-poin scale so that "Mostly A" is assigned "4," "About half A and half B" i coded "3.5," and so on, down to "Mostly below D," which is coded ".5.
The standardized test scores used in these analyses are a composi of reading, vocabulary, and mathematics tests administered during the base-year survey [see Heyns and Hilton (1982) for a detailed discussi of the High School and Beyond cognitive tests]. For both the sophomc and senior cohorts, each individual test was standardized within cohc

